Pool Opening Instructions – In Ground Pools
(These instructions are meant for single-body pools with a basic pump, filter, cleaner, heater setup. For pools with attached spas, vanishing edges, or automatic controllers, please call our store for more info)
1. Drain any standing water off of pool cover, either by siphon or submersible pump. Remove any leaves and debris, as much as you can.

2. For pools with anchor covers: With one person on each side of pool, remove each bungee as you go and pull cover off pool. For pools with tarp covers/perimeter weights: Remove weights and let water out of water tubes. Fold tubes and put away in a dry place. Pull cover off of pool. Spread cover flat on ground. Clean cover with pool brush and Stow Away cover cleaner. Fold cover width-wise, squirting Stow Away in each fold as you go. Keep your folds as tight and small as you can, until you get to the end. Fold cover length-wise until it fits in the bag. Store cover in a clean, dry place.

3. Remove plugs from returns and cleaner lines inside the pool. The lines will bubble and some antifreeze may escape into pool during this process, and that is okay. Re-install eyeball fittings in each return and cleaner fitting in cleaner line. Remove gizmos or plugs from the skimmers. Replace baskets in skimmers BEFORE the pump is started up. Also connect backwash hose to waste line on filter valve.

4. Re-install plugs on pump, filter, and heater if applicable. There are usually two plugs in pump basket housing and wet end, and one plug at bottom of filter tank. Reinstall pressure gauge on filter valve if it was taken out in the fall. Replace basket in pump strainer. 
5. Fill pool up to mid-skimmer level, if necessary.

6. You should now be ready to prime the pump. Set your filter valve position to Backwash, and roll out the backwash hose. Remove the lid from the pump basket housing and fill the housing with water. Once the housing has filled, replace the lid and tighten it down. At this point your ball valve to your skimmer(s) should be open and the ball valve to the main drain should be closed. Turn pump breaker on, and watch pump housing closely. It may take 10 – 15 seconds for water to really start coming in. If pump does not get a good amount of water coming through within 30 seconds, shut pump off and repeat above steps again. Some pools are harder to prime than others, especially if the pump sits uphill from the pool.  The pump is fully primed when the housing fills completely with water and you cannot see any air bubbles through the lid. Once pump is fully primed, let pool backwash for 1 - 2 minutes, or until water is clear. Turn pump off, change filter valve to Rinse. Turn pump back on for 30 seconds, then shut off. Change filter setting to Filter, turn pump on.  Pool should be circulating and ready to add chemicals.

Filter pressure should read between 5 –20 psi. If higher or lower, check Maintenance Guide for troubleshooting instructions.

To treat water:

If water is cloudy or green:

1. Add 1 lb of Super Soluble shock per 6,000 gallons.

2. Add 1 oz of Back Up algaecide (if cloudy) per 1,500 gallons.

Add 1 oz of Banish algaecide (if green) per 1,500 gallons.

If water is clear:

1. Add 1 lb of Burn Out 35 shock per 6,000 gallons.

2. Add 1 oz of Back Up algaecide per 1,500 gallons.

For all openings:

3. Put  2 – 3 Smart Sticks in skimmer, or fill chlorinator with 3” Silk Tabs. 

4. Bring water sample to Springfield Pool and Spa 24 – 48 hours after adding these chemicals, or test for pH and total alkalinity. Adjust if necessary.

